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25l{ay,2021
To Whom lt lVay Concern,

Establishing responsibility for the Maintenance of Open Spaces, Trees and Tree
Shelterbelts in Springfield, Linlithgow
Dear Resident,
West Lothian Council, NETs, Land and Countryside Services are looking for feedback from residents
of Springfield regarding the ownership and ongoing maintenance responsibility of open spaces, trees
and tree shelter belts across Springfield, Linlithgow.
The Springfield Estate in Linlithgow was developed in different stages and phases over a number
of years by a variety of developers, prior to-theformation of West l-othian Council in 1996. As each
separate development was progressed and completed, the developer sought to reach an agreement
with West Lothian District Council for the council to maintain areas of land held in common/shared
ownership.
Since the completion of each development, the West Lothian District Council and since 1996197
the council has been carrying out the maintenance operations in the open space areas including
the maintenance of trees and also the maintenance of tree shelterbelts in accordance with council
service standards.

ln 2018, the council was contacted by a number of residents seeking permission from the council
to remove trees. When considering the residents requests it was identified that the council is
maintaining areas of land where maintenance agreements have not been fully concluded between
developers and West Lothian District Council.
When officers reviewed council records for the various tree enquiries it was deemed that
the shelterbelts were the property of "residents in common". Therefore, the council did not own the
trees or shelterbelts and it was deemed that residents had the common responsibility to manage the
trees and shelterbelts.
The council has continued to maintain the open spaces, trees and shelterbelts. However,
the council now needs to consider the options for the ongoing maintenance of the
Springfield Estate, Linlithgow.
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Following the completion of an internal review of council records, officers are now starting a detailed
review of Springfield, Linlithgow. The detailed review will seek to confirm the existence of any other
documented agreements and the extent of the agreements in the context of grounds maintenance
activities for the estate.
To better understand the complexity of the issue and to ensure that all historical records are

considered the council is seeking feedback from the residents in the area before considering options
for the future maintenance of the estate or determining a final position.
The council wishes to provide the residents of the Springfield area with the opportunity to bring to
attention of the Council, documentation thatthey may have in their possession that may provide
further detail with regards to the ownership or maintenance of the shared open spaces, trees and
tree shelterbelts within the development in which they reside.
The type of documentation sought relates to grounds maintenance agreements between the current
council, its predecessors and the various Housing developers that were involved in the development
of the Springfield area. For example, the documents could be, letters from developers, copies of
Deed of declarations, council enquiry responses, Councillor responses etc.
lf you have any comments or documents you want to forward to the council you can forward them
electronically to Gordon Caldwell (email: Gordon.caldwell@westlothian.gov.uk) or alternatively post
them for the attention of Gordon Caldwell at the above address. The closing date for feedback is 30
June 2021
The findings from the review will be reported to the council's Environment Policy Development and
Scrutiny Panel in September 2021 and thereafter to residents.
Regards
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Andy Johnston
NEIs, Land and Countryside A/lanager

