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Linlithgow and Linlithgow Bridge Community Council 
Agenda 

 

 
Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Community Council will take place at 19.30 on 
Tuesday 26th January 2021 online.  Members of the public will be participating in this meeting. 
 
19.30 1. Attendance, apologies, and declarations of interest. 

19.32 2 Welcome to members of public attending. 

19.35 3 Approval of Minutes of the Community Council meeting of 24th November 2020.  

19.40 4. Matters arising: 
4.2a Vennel Redevelopment.  See note 1. 
4.2b Smoke detector replacement – see note 2. 
4.2d Springfield trees – see note 3 
4.3 Participatory budgeting -see note 4 
  

 

19.55 5. High Street gap sites Victoria Hall and Templars Court – see note 5 

20.05 6. Winter clearing – see note 6 

20.15 7. Standing Reports: 
1) Chairman 
2) Secretary. See report.  
3) Treasurer. 
4) Police. 
5) Health. See report  
6) Planning. See report 
7) Bus Group 
8) Joint Forum of Community Councils in West Lothian. See report 
 

20.45 10.  Public participation feedback, questions and replies 

20.55 11. AOB 

21.00 12. Meeting close. Next meeting 23rd February 2021.   

 
For information:  Dates of future meetings  
2021 2021* 2021* 
23rd February 25th May 28th September 
23rd March 22nd June 26th October  
27th April - AGM  No meeting in July 23rd November  
 24th August 14th December** 
   
   

 
* Meeting dates for 2021 will be confirmed at the AGM. 
** Meeting date reserved but meeting may not be held if insufficient business 
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Notes: 
 

1. Vennel Redevelopment.  The Community Council has been requested for a report of the 
participation request.  It is proposed to report as follows: 

Participation Request – The Vennel & Former Watergait Redevelopment Area   
Report by Linlithgow and Linlithgow Bridge Community Council 
 
Linlithgow and Linlithgow Bridge Community Council (Community Council) made a 
participation request on 9 November 2018, receiving a letter of acceptance on 11 February 
2019. 
 
The participation request was a formal request to have representation on the project team 
and contribute to the project briefing process for the Vennel redevelopment with the aim of 
giving the residents of Linlithgow a voice in the consideration of the specification and form 
of the redevelopment.  The outcome would be a project brief which takes account of the 
views of the community.  The consultation undertaken by the Community Council on the 
Draft Planning Guidance and included in our response of 6th September 2017 proved the 
interest of the Linlithgow community in the Vennel redevelopment and also demonstrated 
the ability of the Community Council in gathering the views of the community. 
 
A meeting was held on 26 March 2019 attended by Craig McCorriston, Susan Gordon, John 
Kelly and Ron Smith. It was explained at the meeting that West Lothian Council had yet to 
decide on how to progress with the Vennel.   The Planning Guidance was an introduction to 
an opportunity and not a development brief and that as at the date of the meeting there 
was no project or procurement programme. West Lothian Council had declared that the 
Vennel was surplus to requirements but had not made a decision on what was to be done 
with it. West Lothian Council had identified eight development parcels on the area of the 
Vennel and advised the Community Council that West Lothian Council were currently going 
through the process of costing out the options on an opportunity basis. Finance were looking 
at the likely return on all of the options.  Once the Executive had accepted the principle of 
development a decision will be made on how this might proceed. 
 
On 4 September 2020 John Kelly was permitted to contribute to a Development and 
Transport Policy Development and Scrutiny Panel which discussed the principle of 
development based upon the Planning Guidance document. 
 
On 6th October 2020 West Lothian Council Executive met to discuss a report on the Vennel 
proposals.  At the end of discussion, a motion was presented by Councillor Tom Conn as 
follows “Council Executive notes the officer’s recommendations. However, given the time 
that has elapsed since the public consultation in 2017, Council Executive agrees to expedite 
any redevelopment of the Vennel area and instructs the Chief Executive to initiate a 
marketing exercise as part of a “development opportunity – mixed residential and 
commercial” project inviting potential partners to submit offers and details with a closing 
date of 31 March 2021. 
 
In accordance with the conditions set out in the West Lothian Council letter of the 25 
January 2019, accepted by the Community Council in their letter of 11 February 2019, the 
meeting of the Council Executive terminated the period of the participation request but left 
open the opportunity for a further participation request.  The Community Council will make 
a further participation request to be involved in the strategic briefing and project briefing 
stages of the proposed redevelopment of the Vennel. 
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2. Smoke detector replacement – disposal of replaced devices. Awaiting advice from West 
Lothian Council as to whether old smoke detectors will be collected at the recycling centre 
under the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) procedures advised by Scottish 
Government. 

 
3. Springfield trees.  A statement was made at the March 2020 Local Area Committee meeting 

regarding the ownership and responsibility for public landscaped open space in Springfield 
generally where lack of maintenance is causing some anxiety to residents.  Having made the 
statement there has been no further action. 
 

4. Participatory Budgeting was discussed at the November meeting but no action was decided 
upon.  The Scottish Government and Cosla (Convention of Scottish Local Authorities) have 
agreed that at least 1% of local authority budgets should be spent using a Participatory 
Budgeting approach by the end of 2021.  West Lothian Community Choices is West Lothian's 
version of Participatory Budgeting - a democratic process which empowers people and 
communities to have a greater say in how public money is spent.  West Lothian Community 
Choices empowers everyone from community groups to individual service users to get 
involved in local decision making via a democratic Participatory Budgeting process. Several 
Community Choices exercises will be undertaken throughout West Lothian, enabling local 
people to be more involved in decisions that affect them and their community. 
 
West Lothian Council has not notified Community Councils of the budget for participatory 
budgeting nor of their intended approach.  However, we might anticipate: 

• An approach where elements of the council’s capital investment programme are 
selected as topics for engagement for community input.  An example is the current 
park improvements initiative at various parks within West Lothian. (excluding 
Linlithgow). 

• An approach where specific budgets are set aside for a range of community services. 
Communities will input to how these services should be prioritised and how the 
budget is to be spent. 

• A grant funded approach which is designed to support community-based projects 
and will use community voting to decide which projects will be funded. 

• A mainstream approach where the local authority co-designs services with the 
people who use them. This takes PB beyond making decisions on small grants and 
existing services and towards directly involving communities in service re-design. 

 
5. Burgh Beautiful has noted increasing dissatisfaction with the state of the High Street gap 

sites namely the site at Templars Court and the Victoria Hall site. It is suggested that 
pressure be brought to bear for the construction of substantial hoardings as these sites are 
likely to remain vacant for some time. 

 
6. We have been asked for our opinion of the winter clearing undertaken to date. It should be 

noted that there are two papers before the West Lothian Council meeting on Tuesday, 26 
January expressing some dissatisfaction. The salting plan for roads and pavements is 
included as a paper for this meeting. 

 
 
 

 


