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Linlithgow and Linlithgow Bridge Community Council 
Agenda 

 

 
Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Community Council will take place at 19.30 on 
Tuesday 26th May 2020 online.  
 
19.30 1. Attendance, apologies, and declarations of interest. 

19.32 2 Welcome new members & attendees 

19.35 3 Approval of Minutes of the Community Council meeting of 28th April 2020. 

19.40 4. Matters arising not covered by the agenda 

19.45 5. Linlithgow Coronavirus Support Group Report - see note 1 

19.55 6. Linlithgow after Covid 19 – see note 2 

20.05 7. Progress reports on Local Place Plans, National Planning Framework 4, New Parking 
Study, Vennel Development, Templars Court front building, Community Council Scheme 
Review, M9 junction 3 slips, Westfield planning application for 49 houses, house 
extension and alterations design guidance consultation, Springfield land sale, spaces for 
people survey and WLC delegated powers. See note 3. 
 

20.25 8. Recycling centre opening and grass cutting. 

20.35 9. Standing Reports: 
a. Chairman 
b. Secretary  
c. Treasurer 
d. Police  
e. Planning  
f. Bus Group 
 

20.55 10.  AOB 

21.00 11. Meeting close. Next meeting 23rd June 2020 

   

   

 
For information:  Dates of future meetings  
2020 2020 2021* 2021* 
23rd June 22nd September 26th January No meeting in July 
No meeting in July 27th October 23rd February 24th August 
25th August 24th November 23rd March 28th September 
 15th December** 27th April - AGM  26th October  
  25th May 23rd November  
  22nd June 14th December** 

 
* Meeting dates for 2021 will be confirmed at the AGM. 
** Meeting date reserved but meeting may not be held if insufficient business 
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Notes: 
 

1. Linlithgow Coronavirus Support Group.  There has been a total of 126 calls to the 
Linlithgow Coronavirus Support Group as at 15 May. This represents a high of 28 calls during 
the week ending 10 April to a low of 12 calls during the week ending 15 May. Linlithgow Link 
is reporting in the current Black Bitch (issue 73) that most of its physical services are on 
hold. However, there is a befriending service which is being carried out daily by telephone. 
Linlithgow Link is also organising medication pickups and doing an “occasional bit of 
shopping”. Linlithgow Link acknowledges that because many of the normal volunteers are in 
the vulnerable category themselves there is an increased workload on the reduced number 
of volunteers able to provide services. LYPP provide a service for young people Monday to 
Friday from 1-3pm and 7-9 pm on Facebook and Instagram giving an opportunity for young 
people to get reassurance and advice and generally chat. Additionally, daily videos are 
posted on the “LYPP Linlithgow” YouTube channel.   For discussion what more can we do? 

 
2. Linlithgow after Covid 19. LCDT has been awarded £32,000 to coordinate and support the 

local community response to the pandemic, particularly for groups supporting older, 
isolated and infirm people, and families and households in need.  Also, to support and 
promote good communication across the whole community with local information.  The 
funding will run until the end of September.  One Linlithgow has compiled a list of 
businesses in Linlithgow which are trading despite the lockdown. A full list is given in the 
Black Bitch (issue 73).  For discussion. Prior to the May meeting there was an email 
exchange about Linlithgow after Covid 19 with common themes of: 

a. the importance of Internet access for all 
b. tourism before and after social distancing has been discontinued 
c. facilitating homeworking and home studying 
d. the future of High Street retailing. 

There was a suggestion of a research project to investigate; running a business from home, 
working from home during Covid 19 for a small business; working from home during Covid 
19 for a large business. This to inform future initiatives.  
 

3. Progress Reports.   
a. Local Place Plans - further to the submission of the Joint Forum briefing note on local 

place plans (see www.llbcc.org.uk/planning ) a reply has been received from Graham 
Robinson from Scottish Government who is in charge of the community engagement 
package arising from the 2019 Planning Act. The reply can be found on the website. 
Action we will remain in touch with Graham Robinson. 

b. National Planning Framework 4. LLBCC responded to the call for ideas. The full 
response is available on the website.  Action we will respond to the draft National 
Planning Framework when it is published later in the year. 

c. New Parking Study. We have received an email from Gordon Scott who is the 
associate from Stantec responsible for the West Lothian car parking study. The reply 
states “we have added you to our list of stakeholders and will keep you involved 
throughout the study”. The documents relating to the car parking study will be on 
the Community Council website shortly. Action await further contact. 

d. Vennel Development.  No further developments.  Action awaiting invitation to PDSP. 
e. Templars Court front building. An application was made requesting electronic copies 

of the building warrant foundation drawings.  It is noted under delegated powers 
that West Lothian Council Executive on 12th May approved a change to the 
regulations “Suspension of duties to make certain documents available for physical 
public inspection and copying”.  Also relating to McCarthy and Stone, an email 

http://www.llbcc.org.uk/planning
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exchange notes the detachment of a large section of lead flashing from the building 
owned by McCarthy and Stone adjacent to the Site.  For discussion. 

f. Community Council Scheme Review. The review is ongoing. The Joint Forum has 
made several suggestions for improvement.  Action. LLBCC to respond. Suggest a 
response is discussed by email and approved at the June meeting. 

g. M9 junction 3 west bound slips. Further to the discussion regarding the change of 
use of the phase three building at Oracle to a distribution warehouse and the impact 
on traffic congestion in Linlithgow High Street a letter was sent to Michael Matheson 
the Transport Secretary. A reply was received from Transport Scotland which stated 
that whilst there are no current proposals for this infrastructure a comment was 
made on the consultation draft “Supplementary Guidance on Developer 
Contributions Towards Transport Infrastructure”. Transport Scotland requested 
greater clarity on the trigger points regarding the requirement for the 
improvement/alteration of the M9 slips and the proposed delivery mechanism. 
There are two issues arising from this reply: 

i. Will West Lothian Council planning agree to include trigger points and what 
are these likely to be? 

ii. Secondly, and more importantly from some perspectives, unlike a planning 
application where all comments are recorded online; comments arising from 
supplementary guidance consultation are not recorded nor are they available 
for inspection. Action It is suggested that a request be made through the 
Joint Forum that comments on supplementary guidance consultations are 
recorded and available online. 

h. Westfield. A planning application has been received from Alba Developments (based 
at St Peter Port, Guernsey), for the initial development of 49 houses at Westfield. 
This will have an impact on Linlithgow Academy.  Action it is suggested that a letter 
of objection be sent stating that such a development should not take place until 
Winchburgh Academy is operational. 

i. House Extension and Alterations Design Guidance Consultation.  We have been 
invited to comment on this design guidance. Action it is suggested that the Planning 
Forum discuss by email. 

j. Springfield land sale. Savills have advertised land for sale adjacent to the Blackness 
Road.  The sale brochure will be available on LLBCC website.  Action. Stay alert. 

k. Spaces for People Survey. WLC officers are currently looking at potential projects 
funded from the £10 million Spaces for People programme, which offers funding and 
support to Local Authorities to make it safer for people who choose to walk, cycle or 
wheel for essential trips and exercise during Covid-19. The public are being asked for 
potential projects from their local area. The main aims of the funding are to: provide 
temporary walking and cycling infrastructure that helps to protect public health; and 
focus on essential journeys such as to hospitals, health services, shops, pharmacies, 
and areas used for exercise. Action Do we need to collate ideas prior to completing 
the survey. 

 
 
 
John Kelly 
23rd May 2020 


